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What an exciting start to 2019! Now that all the growth groups have met
twice, many of us are feeling the energy and excitement of the changes
happening at Epiphany! Being a part of the Adult Formation growth team
gives me an opportunity to try something new and connect with other adults
in the parish that have the same vision as me: help grow Epiphany.
If you have not yet signed up to be a part of a group, I highly recommend you
give it a try! It’s a wonderful opportunity to get your voice heard and bounce
ideas off of your growth team members. The purpose of these different
growth groups is to gather, plan and execute activities or ideas that will help
grow Epiphany. For example trips, groups (ex: book club), events at or
outside of the church, different things to try during our services, youth
projects, fundraisers, and so much more!
As members of Epiphany, it is our job to help our parish to grow. This is not
the job of a single person. With these different growth groups I truly believe
that Epiphany will begin to be seen and heard out in the community. And
from this, bring community members into Epiphany where they too can join
this amazing family.
Please do not hesitate to reach out to myself or any other member of a
growth team if you have questions! And most importantly, if you have a
suggestion or idea, join us at our next meeting and get your voice heard.
God Bless
Cassie Metzinger

✣

* * *
WORSHIP SCHEDULE

Sundays
8:00 & 10:00 a.m.
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✣ ✣

THE BISHOP
The Rt. Rev’d Prince G. Singh

THE MINISTERS
The Congregation
THE VESTRY

Kathie Entress, Warden
Margaret Schweizer, Warden
Nick Parisi, Treasurer
Gail Renehan, Clerk

Pauline Ehle
Kim Hyde
Pat Lesher
Heidi McGrath
Cassie Metzinger

Mike Moffatt
Lisa Steubing
Gladys Van Brederode
Laurie Zaso

THE STAFF
Rector: Rev. Jimmie Sue Deppe
Parish Secretary: Faith Weston
Organist: Reyers Brusoe
Sexton: Robert J. Heslin, Sr.
Church School Coordinator: Don Metzinger

✣

✣ ✣

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER
Birthdays
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they
begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace; strengthen their
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
February 1
February 4
February 6
February 7

Katherine Woo
Norma Shannon
Teagan McKane
Barb Rafoth
Mary Lou Richmond
February 9 David Bagley
Gretchen Murray
February 11 Valerie Porter

February 12 Heidi McGrath
February 18 Michael Carrier
Susan Gaskill
February 19 Kristin Strong
February 21 Connor Dingee
February 22 Amy Ward
Leah Ornt

✣

February 24 Deb Grasso
Alex Monroe
Gail Schulze
February 25 Eunice Naulin
February 26 Diane Mancini
February 28 Drew Bagley
John Bagley
Alan Ward

✣ ✣

CHANGES & ADDITIONS

STAR DEADLINES

If you have changes to your contact
information, please notify Faith
Weston in the Parish Office: 2474190 or coeoffice@frontier.com
Office hours:
Monday–Friday, 9:30 am–1:30 pm

Please email photos and articles to Sue Guglin at
coecommunications@frontier.com. Thank you!
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Issue

Deadline

Mailing

March

February 17

February 27

April

March 17

March 27

✣

✣ ✣



VESTRY HIGHLIGHTS
JANUARY 15, 2019

Hot Fudge Sundaes and Bird Feeders were
a lot of fun.
WOE Holiday dinner was lovely.
Hula Hoop workshop was a big hit!




Reports and Housekeeping
 Service Ministry:
*Group wants to be more visible in the
community and in the world.
*Mike highlighted the many things they do,
especially without a budget.
*Idea – design stickers of some kind that
could go on donated items (soup, hot
chocolate, etc.)

Vestry Meeting Minutes: -M-S-A to accept the
December 18, 2018 Vestry Minutes.
Treasurers Report: -M-S-A to accept the
December 18, 2018 Treasurers Report.
Vestry Meeting after Annual Meeting:
 After the Meeting, Jimmie Sue will answer
parish questions.
 Vestry members need to stay as well, to
field questions.
 Vestry members will meet for about 30
minutes following the question/answer
time.
February Vestry Retreat:
 Friday Night, February 15th, dinner will be
at 6 pm at Epiphany.
 Saturday, February 16th, breakfast 9 am
and lunch will be at Epiphany.
 Laurie will organize the food (each person
will pay $20.00).

Respectfully submitted,
Gail Renehan

✣

✣ ✣

DECEMBER 2018 FINANCIAL SUMMARY
Income

Dec. YTD

2018 Budget
YTD

$134,012

132,250

23,560

23,560

Flowers

2,275

1,950

Action Items (Require Vestry Action/Vote)
 Sarah A. Jones Fund
Be It Resolved That, the Vestry of the
Church of the Epiphany meeting during a
regular vestry session on Tuesday, January
15, 2019 where the majority of its
members were present and voting request
of the Diocesan Trustees to 1,000.00 from
the Sarah A. Jones Fund.
-M-S-A to accept the motion to pull the
funds

Special Offerings

3,784

1,500

71

150

6,722

7,150

170,424

166,500

$6,632

$7,375

1,308

1,750

24,470

24,270

Rectors’ Report:
 I have made Pastoral Care Visits.
 Christmas Eve services were wonderful!
Thank you to everyone who helped with
the service and an extra thank you to the
musicians!
 Thank you to everyone who Greened and
then Degreened the church – it was
stunning.
 Small Group Category Conversations
continue to go very well!

Stewardship

3,548

5,100

Other Action

500

650

Youth

502

900

1,544

1,900

26,718

30,171

141,670

145,493

Pledge & Plate
Investment Income

Building Use
Other
Total Income
Expenses
Worship
Formation
Diocesan
Apportionment

Evangelism
Oversight
Salaries & Benefits

206,893
Total Expenses
Submitted by Nick Parisi, Treasurer
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217,809

✣

✣ ✣



We celebrate and witness to, the Episcopal
Church, the Episcopal Diocese of
Rochester, and the LGBT Community
which with God’s embracing love, we work
for full inclusion in all the sacraments.
 We strive to always be a place of safety,
healing, inclusion, transformation, justice
and compassion.
I love our parish and our community, as do each
one of you, so let us continue to have fun together,
be serious when required, eat lots of food
together, keep exploring in our faith, and get
really good at invitation and sharing with others
about why we are an awesome parish!

As we shared at Annual
Meeting we are in the process of
applying for a Congregational
Development Grant, and as the
Grant Team engages with the
questions for us to reflect upon
as a parish for growth, so too
will the Vestry reflect on these
questions. The parish will also engage with these
questions through our Small Groups that are
meeting. Epiphany’s growth is something we are
all a part of.
We have an excellent foundation to build upon for
growth: we are welcoming, we are care about one
another and our community, we enjoy each
other’s company, and we care about sharing our
faith with others. In the months and year(s) to
come we will continue to try out new things
together that will help us have more visibility
within our neighborhoods. Also, we have in many
ways already begun this work towards growth,
only now we are moving with more intentionality.

Blessings,
Rev. Jimmie Sue

✣
"Our 4 Strategic Strategy Questions
for Grant"
1. Why are we here?
(Less about the universal, spiritual question –
more about why do we have a congregation
and why do we participate as a church?)
Epiphany is a family, where people feel loved and
safe and can heal. Our mission is to gather to
nurture Christ within, in order to serve Christ in
all, and we do this by being a compassionate
multi-generational community whose members
celebrate and witness to the diversity within our
community and within the Diocese, where we
strive to always be a place of safety, healing,
inclusion, transformation, justice and hope.

Part of this process is knowing well why we are
here, what do we do as a community, and what
guides and motivates are why and whats. Part of
our knowing is based in our Mission & our Vision
which is:
Our Mission is to gather to nurture Christ within,
in order to serve Christ in all. Our Vision is to be a
compassionate multi-generational community
whose members:







Worship God with joy and energy in a
variety of styles
Grow in knowledge and love of Christ by
participating in many small groups,
forums, classes, and retreats
Are responsive to the needs of our local,
national, and global neighbors
Foster relationships for all through
activities involving food, fellowship and
fun
Extend our personal financial resources
beyond our fellowship
Are so transformed by the Spirit that
others are attracted and invited into our
walk of faith.

2. What do we do?
(Specifically – not just for our members, but
for our community)
We work to implement our Mission and Vision
through worship, service to others, participating
with the Diocese, other organizations and
congregations within the community, being
responsive to the needs of our neighbors by
volunteering and contributing to numerous nonprofits like RAIHN, FoodLink, Cameron
Ministries, Meals on Wheels, ROC Pride Parade.
We monetarily support our youth pilgrimages.
We offer fellowship events to strengthen parish
4

life. We offer spiritual formation for all ages to
strengthen our faith.




3. How do we do it?
(Guiding principles and methods we employ)
We work to share our fabulous story about
ourselves as a community and about why our
faith matters to us. We do this through welcome
and invitation to everything we do together. We
foster our relationships through activities
involving worship, food, fellowship and fun while
working to grow in knowledge and love of Christ
by participating in many small groups, forums,
classes and outreach as we strive to share and live
the Gospel message.




Create Facebook Events for parish
offerings and worship services
Postcard/Flyer to handout during
Rummage with Chicken BBQ Coupon on it
QR Code for Tithe.ly to use in Bulletins
Photobucket to share and collect photos

Welcome & Invitation:
 Areas of connection for young adults
 Reminder that funerals are a way to
connect with people who may be seeking
a church home
 2-3 times a year hold a “Everyone bring a
friend to Church” event either to a social
event, a service event, or Sunday worship
 Utilize moving live video of parish
activities on FB like every day of
Rummage take some live video
 Host more Euchre in Jan/Feb/Mar (try
some Saturday afternoons and one Friday
evening) and Dominoes
 Outdoor Parish Sign utilize more
 Cruise Night with 50/50 raffle maybe
Food Trucks
 Explain better the purpose and
importance of Holy Week Services, then
put in Bulletin Announcements with
Service times and in the STAR, and make
an Event in FB
 Postcard with Chicken BBQ coupon on
backside/Worship times on the front
 Bake Sale during Rummage - Help out
with this and create parish
name/address/service times/social
media links labels

4. How do we track our progress?
(Accountability, metrics, feedback,
“continuous cycle of improvement”)
We use our Sunday attendance to ask questions,
be curious and attentive to our numbers. We hold
monthly Wednesday Cafés as part of informal
check-ins with entire parish, we use MMR model
and CCD tools in our small growth groups (five
focus areas with total of 40 people involved) and
Vestry to generate new ideas. We follow up with
guests providing personal letters. Quarterly
Treasurer’s reports (financial transparency) have
led to increased giving and understanding.

✣
Small Group Ideas:
I thought it would be very good to share with
everyone what are Small Groups have been up to!
We’re blessed as a congregation to have Groups of
people who are excited about sharing Epiphany
with others, trying out new things, and exploring
ways for us to be more out in the community. And
as you will see some of these ideas are already
being implemented and scheduled to do again 
And others are in the planning stage  And if
these ideas spark an idea, email it to me and I will
share it with a Small Group 

Liturgy & Music:
 Christmas Eve
o Instruments for children
during closing hymn
o Handed out: Candy Canes and
M & M’s with history was a
o Many Creche pieces were
brought up at the 4:30 service
 Epiphany
o Candle lighting – remember
loved ones / praying for peace
& hope
o Visuals on monitor
o Kings Cake

Social Media:
 Yoga Event
 Hula Hooping Event
 Tripod for Sermons
 Announcements to Encourage People to
Share Events they are involved in with us
5




o String of lights around the
doorway
 Easter
o Amy will be asking the
congregation about helping out
with the special eggs for Easter
Sunday (Cascarones).
o Continue with FUN things like
we did in 2018. Example:
Candy Jar guessing game,
Easter egg hunt, candy bags for
little ones
o Wooden Cross – stack pieces of
wood that are different sizes
with names on them and put
into cross
 Rogation Sunday – use instruments
again for the “Beating of the Bounds”
 Mother’s Day/Father’s Day/Veteran’s
Day – Flower Cross – invite families to
place flowers in cross
 Candle Lighting – light candle in
remembrance of loved one; Memorial
Day – special remembrances &
Patriotic hymns
 St. Francis day (Pets); Closest Sunday
o Possibly ask children to dress up
as animals
o Use instruments
o Use wooden animals from church
school
o Animal banner
Veteran’s Day – candle lighting
o Names in bulletin with specific
armed services served
Other:
o During the De-greening, discussion
about decorating the SCONCES at
other times of the year besides
Christmas
o Suggested: Tri-colored cheese
cloth material – Easter time;
Hanging baskets – Ordinary time;
Indian Corn and corn stalks on
lectern – Fall time
 Ideas from: Lisa Durkin,
Lisa Steubing, Barb Woo,
Laurie Zaso

Children & Youth:
 Advent Wreath: move to columbarium
area and have a step stool nearby so that
children can light the advent wreath each
Sunday with guidance from the Acolyte.
 Return/Try Youth Service Sundays again
 Potluck/Lunch designed to have the
youth own their youth group
 Reunion of Acolytes/Young Adults in late
Spring
 Begin Bible Stories for the Children
during Children’s Church School once
again
 Care boxes for our college youth
Adult Formation:
 The Fantastical Beasts of the Bible
 Bible Studies on same topic but small
groups by age
 Keep Offerings Current
o Create spaces to talk about suicide,
drugs, self-esteem, bullying, mass
shootings
 Children and Literacy
 Wed Café
o Chet the Bread Guy
 New Year’s Wellness
 Day Trips: Windmills, Wineries, Corning,
Casino Trip
 Summer outdoor Movie Night
 German Night, Knitting lessons, Sports
Talk, Raffle baskets, Smartphone Q&A

✣
Seeing for Ourselves
Reflection & Dialogue
Starting in February for four consecutive
Thursday’s, we will meet at 6:30pm in the
Auxiliary Room to explore, Seeing for Ourselves:
Biblical Women Who Met Jesus by Katerina
Katsarka Whitley.
The book explores the “many powerful women
in the Bible, but their descriptions are almost
always tantalizingly brief. If they had the chance
to tell their own stories in their own voices, what
would they have said? Basing the author’s
interpretation of these women on extensive
research, Katerina Whitley puts herself in their
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shoes, giving today’s listeners a fuller
understanding of each of their stories. The
women explored, some well-known and others
less familiar, include the Virgin Mary, Miriam,
Mary Magdalene, Elizabeth, the Syrophoenician
or Canaanite woman, Lydia, Ruth, Martha,
Gomer, Michal, Tamar, and Peter’s wife. Each
woman speaks for herself in these monologues,
in a way that brings the biblical issues and
questions into contemporary focus.”

Thank you to those who came
out on Saturday, January 5
to de-decorate the
church. Thanks to: Pat
Lesher, Barb & Joe Woo, Bob
& Gail Renehan, Terry Barker, Helen Bennett,
Laurie Zaso, Lisa Steubing, Lisa Durkin, Pam, Don
& Cassie Metzinger, Connor Magiera, Amy &
Jimmie Sue Deppe & Bo Heslin.

Please purchase the book and then read
Chapters 1-3 prior to our first meeting on
February 21st. If you have any questions, please
email or call Rev. Jimmie Sue.

✣

✣ ✣

Have an Event you would like to share and
invite Epiphany folks to but aren’t sure how
to share the event with the parish – here’s
how!

✣
Church School & J2A Schedule
Class begins at 9:45 a.m.

The Epiphany Social Media Group is inviting you
to share outside events. We would be thrilled to
attend a spaghetti dinner, fitness event, painting
with a twist, wine tasting or anything else that
you may have going on. This is an opportunity to
have fun with each other outside of church and it
will help advertise the Church of the Epiphany to
the public.

Sunday, February 3 - NO Church School
Sunday, February 10 - Church School
Sunday, February 17 - Church School
Sunday, February 24 - Church School
Sunday, March

3 - NO Church School

✣
Wednesday, March 6th

Ways to do this:

Imposition of Ashes and
Holy Eucharist 12:30 noon & 7:00 p.m.

Option 1: Post to Epiphany’s Facebook,
Instagram or Twitter (see Jimmie Sue for the
details).

“Ashes To Go” 4:00–5:30 p.m.

Option 2: Email Faith a description of the event
(what it is, when it is, where it is, cost, point of
contact information) and Faith will put your
event in the bulletin and/or STAR.

✣
SPRUCE UP DAY
Saturday, March 9th
9:30 am – 12 noon

Epiphany – Kings Cake

Mark your calendars now for the
next Church Spruce Up day. It will be
held on Saturday, March 9th, beginning at 9:30
am till noon. We will be tackling the auxiliary
room, bathrooms, and hallways. Many Hands
make light work!
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“ SOUPER BOWL” SUNDAY 2019

Why bake and make stress balls? Cooking or
baking has become a common cure for stress or
feeling down, according to a new study, a little
creativity each day can go a long way towards
happiness and satisfaction in the bustle of daily
life and suggests that people who frequently take
a turn at small, creative projects report feeling
more relaxed. And making stress balls also helps
us to un-tense and unclench when we're stressed
out.

Our next service ministry
project is to collect soup,
canned pasta and chili for St.
Theodore’s Food Pantry. The
collection will start on
January 13th and end on
February 3rd. There will be a
football themed collection bin in the main hallway
of church. We will end the collection by
celebrating “Souper Bowl” Sunday by wearing our
sports clothing to church. We collected 420 food
items last year- it will be a goal that will be hard
to beat. Is Epiphany up for a Challenge??

✣
GET IT COVERED

✣

Once again the Fiber
Ministry will be conducting
its Lenten Project of at least
40 items in 40 days. Please
consider starting on an item or items during the
colder weather to get those in need covered. Any
fiber project is welcomed - knit, crochet, fleece,
flannel, sewed, endless possibilities. Collection
at church will be after the Rummage Sale.
Questions, see Birdie Ames or call at 293-3733.

PANCAKE SUPPER
J2A FUNDRAISER
Date:

Tuesday, March 5,
2019
Time: 5:30 - 7:30 pm
Where: Church of
Epiphany Fellowship Hall
Who: All of Epiphany &
friends
Price: Single - $ 4 Family
(4 or more) - $ 15

✣

Tickets are on sale through March 3. Tickets will
also be sold at the door. This is a fundraiser for
the J2A class, so come and bring your friends &
support our youth!

WOE FEBRUARY POTLUCK DINNER

Questions? See Don Metzinger or Elaine Bagley

Annual Winter Potluck dinner.
Thursday, February 14, 2019
Time: 6:30 pm - wine & cheese
7:00 pm - dinner
Sign-up sheet on board in hallway
All women are invited - young and old.
Please bring a dish to share
Questions: See Pam Metzinger

✣
BAKE, MAKE, PLAY EUCHRE
Bake and Squeeze the Winter Humdrum
Away by Baking Cookies,
Making Stress Balls and playing Euchre
Friday, February 22nd at 7pm
We’ll get together to make and bake some
cookies, and while we wait to eat our treats we’ll
make “homemade” stress balls  Then we’ll
play some Euchre!
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WEDNESDAY NITE CAFÉ

Fellowship Opportunities

February 27, 2019
7:00 – 8:30 P.M.

“The Belmonts”
Seneca Niagara Casino
Tuesday, April 9, 2019

Our next Wednesday Nite
Café will be held on
February 27, 2019. Come for light refreshments
and discussion (to be determined)!

Price $76.00
Depart 8:30 am and return approximately 6 6:30pm. Greece or Henrietta.

All are welcome. Hope to see you there. For
questions, see Don Metzinger.

Upon arriving at Seneca Niagara Casino, receive
$20.00 slot bonus, and lunch buffet. Then to the
Events center to see the Belmonts. Hear classics
such as “I Wonder Why”, “A Teenager in Love”,
“The Wanderer”, Where or When”, Runaround
Sue” and many more.

✣
NEW DATE:
MOE: MEN OF EPIPHANY
Thursday, February 21, 2019
Meet AT 6 PM, Dinner AT 7:00 PM
“Sterling Diner Night” at Epiphany
Roast beef, mashed potatoes, pie, “milk”
Sign up sheet on board in hallway

Government photo ID required to get casino
bonus. Call Carpe Diem for reservations 585295-9393 ask for locations on departures in
Greece or Henrietta
There is no sign up sheet at church – Sue
Greenauer

 
WOE Annual
Holiday
Party 1/7

ANNUAL MEETING – 1/27

Sundaes &
Bird
Feeders
1/18
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RUMMAGE SALE 2018
Are you thinking Rummage Sale yet? Planning has begun! Watch for the collection trailer to arrive the
week of February 4h, and the sign-up poster will be up soon!
Donation Drop-off
Monday - Friday
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Saturday/Sunday
9:00 a.m. - noon
Or call to schedule a time.
We need your help:
* Save paper bags (brown grocery bags; all sizes of paper shopping bags with & without handles).
A collection box is in the Auxiliary Room.
* All boxes put into the trailer must be closed all the way (they are easier to stack to utilize
storage space). Clothes may be bagged. No furniture goes in the trailer.
* NO TV’s, computers, monitors.
* IMPORTANT NEWS – There will be NO large pickups this year. If you have large items to
donate, you will need to get them to church on your own – the day we unload the trailer.
Questions about this change, please contact Pam Metzinger.
* LAST day to bring in items for the sale is:
TUESDAY, March 26th. NO exceptions!
* Flyers will be ready soon to post around town to advertise the sale.
Saturday, March 23 – Set up the building
Sunday, March 24 after 10 o’clock worship –Unload the trailer
March 25-28 - Sort, arrange & price
Friday & Saturday, March 29 & March 30
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. - Sell, Sell, Sell!
Saturday, March 30, 5:00 p.m. - Clean up
PERKS for working the Rummage Sale:
* Fellowship with other parishioners
* it’s FUN !
* viewing items before they go on sale
* setting aside previewed items to purchase
Please do not come to look around on Thursday, when everything is priced & done and expect to
shop. The people who have worked all week long deserve that courtesy. Shop on Friday & Saturday
when we are open to the public. Thank you for your understanding!
Any questions, please see Pam Metzinger
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2019
Sunday

Monday Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
5:00 PM
Memorial
Service –
Keith Jobes

8
6:00 PM 9:00 PM
Vestry
Retreat

9
9:00 AM 3:30 PM
Vestry
Retreat

22
7:00 PM
Bake,
Make &
Play
Euchre

23

1

2

27
28
8:45-9:15 Breakfast
9:30 AM - HE
10:45 AM Annual Meeting
3
4
8:00 AM - HE
10:00 AM - HE,
Souper Bowl
Sunday
10
11
8:00 AM - HE
9:45 AM Church
School
10:00 AM- HE

29
3:30 PM
MITE -ESL

30
7:00 -- 8:30 PM
Epiphany Cafe

31
6:30 PM
Handbells

5
3:30 PM
MITE -ESL
7:00 PM Liturgy
12
3:30 PM
MITE -ESL

6

7
6:30 PM
Handbells

13

14

17
STAR Deadline
8:00 AM - HE
9:45 AM Church
School
10:00 AM - HE
12:00 PM – All
Groups Meeting
24
8:00 AM - HE
9:45 AM
Church School
10:00 AM - HE

18

19
3:30 PM
MITE -ESL
7:00 PM Vestry

20

25

26
3:30 PM
MITE -ESL

27
11:00 AM
Widows Group
7:00 PM
Epiphany Cafe

6:30 PM -WOE
Potluck Dinner
6:30 PM
Handbells
21
6:00 PM MOE
Dinner
6:30 PM – Bible
Study
6:30 PM
Handbells
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28
6:30 PM
Handbells
6:30 PM Bible
Study

CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY
3285 Buffalo Rd.
Rochester, NY 14624-2413
O: 585 247-4190 F: 585 247-0631
coeoffice@frontier.com
www.epiphany-gatesny.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

www.instagram.com/epiphanygatesny
www.facebook.com/Church-of-TheEpiphany-113892385309226
Twitter.com/EpiphanyGatesNY

EPIPHANY HIGHLIGHTS
Souper Bowl Sunday…Feb. 3
WOE Potluck Dinner… Feb. 14
MOE Dinner – Feb. 21
Bake, Make & Play Euchre Night …Feb.22
Epiphany Café – Feb. 27
Rummage Sale… March 29 & 30
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