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As we begin a new year I think of all the changes, good and bad, that have happened
since Epiphany started small groups. I'm not sure how many years it has been since
we started them, I should probably remember but the Covid shut down has caused
me to lose track of these things. If you are not a member of a small group I would
recommend trying one out. We meet with our small groups about once a month or so
at church or on Zoom.
Our small groups are Adult Formation, Music and Worship, Children and Youth,
Welcome and Fellowship and Social Media. Each group specializes in a different area
that can help people get more involved in what is happening at Epiphany. For
example, I am in the Adult Formation group and we plan Wednesday Cafe activities,
hikes, wine making and tasting, volunteer activities, bring speakers in, host movie and
game nights. We host events in person when we can and use Zoom when we can't.
My group is also responsible for the Annual Christmas Tree Lighting gathering also.
Some of the other groups are planning events for kids and youth, for example Trunk
and Treat, peanut cluster making and Easter Egg hunts. Social Media makes sure that
Epiphany has a presence on Social Media platforms where people can see the
wonderful things that we do here. We had a great showing at our Trunk and Treat in
October, people who weren't members of Epiphany came to the event because they
saw it on Social Media.
These are a few examples of the wonderful things that our Small Groups are
accomplishing, even during Covid times when we can't be together in person as often
as we might like. Once we meet, we email our meeting minutes, mostly very short
minutes to Jimmie Sue so she can keep track of events on the church calendar and
publish events in the Star.
If you aren't in a group and would like to try it out, we will be meeting Sunday,
January 9, 2022 at 11:30 at the church, look for assigned rooms for in person
meetings. However if a small group wants to meet using Facetime or some type of
video chatting they can if that works better for their group. The meetings will last
anywhere from 30 minutes to one hour. If you have any questions please see Jimmie
Sue, a Warden or Vestry Member.
Peace,
Kathie Entress
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THE BISHOP

THE MINISTERS
The Congregation

The Rt. Rev’d Prince G. Singh

THE VESTRY
Kathie Entress, Warden
Margaret Schweizer, Warden
Nick Parisi, Treasurer
Gail Renehan, Clerk

Emily Van Scooter
Susan Gaskill
Kim Hyde
Heidi McGrath
Don Metzinger

Lisa Steubing
Laurie Zaso
Roberta Ames

THE STAFF
Rector: Rev. Jimmie Sue Deppe
Parish Secretary: Kelly Jo Stone

Organist: Gail Hyde
Church School Coordinator: Don Metzinger
✣ ✣ ✣

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER
O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor, we pray, on your servants as they begin another
year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace; strengthen their trust in your goodness all the
days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
January 1 Nancy Hatz
January 13 Sue Guglin
Sophie Guglin
January 4 Kristen Smith
January 14 Laraine Heslin
January 27
Jenna Hastings
January 5 Bonnie Ayers
January 16 Steve Mancini
January 28
Audrey Barclay
January 11 Gail Craig
January 18 Linda Collinge
January 30
Barb George
January 12 Rob Heslin
January 19 Jacob Deppe
Nancy Mancini
Geoff Feltner
O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity
between Christ and his Church. Send your blessing upon these your servants that they may so love,
honor and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and godliness, that their homes
may be havens of blessing and peace. Amen.
January 4 Bruce & Ann Pillman
January 23 Mike & Diane Moffatt
✣ ✣ ✣

Star Deadlines
Issue

Changes & Additions
If you have any changes to your
contact information, please notify
the Parish Office: 247-4190 or
coeoffice@frontier.com

Deadline

Mailing

February

January 20

January 30

March

February 17

February 27

Please email photos and articles to the Parish Office
at coeoffice@frontier.com. Thank you!

Office hours:
Monday–Friday, 9:30 am–1:30 pm
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Rochester. It would be another two years before I
returned to the Epiphany family. When Ann and I
had our first child, Richard, I found myself in need
of God, in my life. As I grew, I served Epiphany as a
Lay reader, Vestry and Warden and several other
duties (to many to mention).

Notice of Annual Meeting
Sunday, January 30, 2022

Ann and I married in 1962 and were married for 56
years. In 2020 we lost her to be with the Lord.

8:45 – 9:15 a.m. Start of Business
9:30 a.m. Worship
10:30-10:45 a.m. Annual Meeting

Vestry Nominee – Kristen Smith
My name is Kristen Smith. I have been attending
Epiphany since birth-almost 40 years ago!! This is
my first time being asked to be on the vestry and I
have to say I am EXCITED! My mom and Padre
always taught me to give back wherever I could
and am looking forward to enhancing my spiritual
journey. I have been involved with Epiphany in
numerous ways, from serving at the Nursery
Attendant for 11 years, volunteering with Foodlink,
volunteering with Redwings concessions, the Trunk
or Treats, putting on the carnival at Seabury
Woods, and helping the youth and their projects
and so much more here at Epiphany! I have also
been a chaperone for Faith in 3D. As you can see I
have a hard time saying no, but I love to help out
where I can. The people of Epiphany are like an
extended my family and I will never forget the
kindness they showed when Padre was sick and
after he passed. He loved this church, so I feel
honored to carry on his tradition. I only wish I had
his musical talents! I thank you for asking me to be
on vestry and hope I make everyone proud.

Annual Reports are due to the Parish Office
(coeoffice@frontier.com) by Tuesday, January
11th. If you wrote a paragraph or section for the
Annual Report last year, or if you serve on a
committee, please plan to write up a report of
2021 activity. Thank you!
✣ ✣ ✣

Nominations
The Nominating Committee reports there are the
following positions to be filled:
Warden – Jack Merrick
Vestry 3 Year Term – Kristen Smith
Lisa Steubing
Vestry Nominee by Appointment - Patty Sharkey
Qualifications to Vote at Parish Meetings
All of the following:
 18 years old or older.
 Belong to the parish (baptized, confirmed,
received or transferred in from an Episcopal
Church, as recorded in the parish records).
 Regularly attend the parish’s worship.
 Contribute to the parish’s financial support for at
least the 12 months preceding the Annual
Meeting or a special parish meeting.

Vestry Nominee – Lisa Steubing
My name is Lisa Steubing. I have been a member
here at The Church of The Epiphany, since 1980. I
joined the congregation after graduating from
Eastern Connecticut State University with a BS in
Education.

Biographies
Warden Nominee – Jack Merrick

Over the Years, I have taught Pre-School,
waitressed at Brooklea CC, raised three children,
and baked Wedding cakes. I Started Two
Businesses, and Divorced after 38 Years. Sadly, I
lost both Businesses (due to Covid) and now I am in
search of a new career.

My name is John (Jack) Merrick, I have been a
member of Epiphany since 1953. My family moved
to Rochester from Buffalo, when Epiphany was on
Jefferson Ave. I began my relationship with
epiphany as s a young man, serving as an Acolyte.
Upon graduation from high school I enlisted in the
Air force. During my four year enlistment, I married
Ann. Upon leaving the Air Force, I returned to

All of this was happening while I developed a
church family, which has offered me an amazing
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support network. I have experience serving on
Vestry in the past and felt it was a way for me to
give back to my Parish.
Vestry may not be for everyone, but every
parishioner should try to find a way to give back to
their church. Be it through Alter Guild, choir, bells,
coffee hour, Wardenship, greeting, ushering,
reading etc. We are asked to spread the word God,
what better way to start doing that then among
each other.

be helpful. Thank you for your consideration of my
request.
✣

✣ ✣

Vestry highlights
December 18, 2021
Vestry Meeting Minutes: -M-S-A to
approve the Vestry Meeting Minutes
for Tuesday, November 16, 2021.
Treasurer’s Report: Nick reported that we
continue to do okay. The deficit is less than
expected. Expenses are down. We are being
frugal. -M-S-A to accept the November, 2021
Treasurer’s Report.
Approve Salary Portion of the 2022 Budget: -M-SA to approve the Salary Portion of the 2022
Budget.
Approve Parish Operating Portion of the 2022
Budget: -M-S-A to approve the Operating Portion
of the 2022 Budget.
Approve the 2022 Rector Housing Allowance: Be
It Resolved: Whereas, The Rev. Jimmie Sue Deppe
is employed as a minister of the Church of the
Epiphany, which does not provide a residence for
her, the Vestry of 2021 resolves that of her total
compensation in 2022, $18,600.00, be designated a
parsonage allowance within the meaning of that
term used in Section 107 of the IRS Code of 1986
and this designated allowance be assumed to be
the amount in future years, as long as the Rev.
Jimmie Sue Deppe is employed at the Church of the
Epiphany unless amended. -M-S-A to approve the
2022 Rector Housing Allowance.
Decision regarding going to only the 10:00 service
January, February and March: After a very long
conversation and much discussion, it was decided
unanimously to have one service at 10:00 a.m., for
the months of January, February and March, 2022.

Vestry Nominee by Appointment – Patty
Sharkey
My name is Patricia L. Sharkey and I am very happy
to have found a parish at The Church of the
Epiphany. Everyone has been so warm and
supportive and the services have been both
meaningful and engaging. I am eager to support
the church and one of the ways I could do so would
be to serve as a member of the Vestry. I am asking
to be considered to help out in this way.
I am a registered nurse who started out working on
an acute psychiatric unit for 3 years. I went on to
earn a Masters of Science Degree at SUNY Buffalo,
specializing in Mental Health/ Psychiatric Nursing. I
then worked at the SUNY at Brockport as a nursing
professor. At Brockport, I spent 38 years teaching
nursing students, in both the classroom and clinical
settings, how to effectively care for the mentally ill
and those struggling with alcohol and other drug
addictions. I was so fortunate to be able to
influence new generations of nurses to care for
people with compassion, kindness, and empathy.
To continue supporting students, I have set up a
scholarship to be awarded annually to a deserving
nursing student.
I have also specialized in geriatric psychiatry and
for many years, I served as a consultant to nursing
homes and spent 18 years seeing patients at the
Episcopal Church Home. I really enjoyed finding
ways to improve the quality of life for seniors who
were suffering.

Rectors’ Report:



It has been a very rewarding and challenging career
and I am now looking for ways to serve others. I am
very interested in helping out at The Church of the
Epiphany and would like to be to be a member of
the Vestry, where I think my life experiences could
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I have made some Pastoral Care Calls and a
hospital visit.
Peanut Clusters were awesome – thank you to
everyone who made these yummy goodies!
Our Annual Christmas Tree Lighting was a lot of
fun 
Thank you to everyone who helped “green” the
church!
Thank you to our Small Groups for all they do!







Furnace needed some TLC after the wind storm;
trees came down in the back yard of the church
and will be taken care of in the Spring/Summer.
It was wonderful to have the Dulcimers with us.
It was wonderful to have Bishop Singh with us
for his Annual Visitation. 
Our Blue Christmas was lovely.
Excited for our Christmas Eve services 

November 2021 Financial Summary
Income
Pledge & Plate

$114,088

117,333

Investment Income

18,642

21,367

Diocesan Grant

20,167

20,167

PPP Loan

Next Meeting: Tuesday, January 18th via Zoom &
Sunday, January 30th shortly after the Annual
Meeting in Person.
Respectfully submitted,
Gail Renehan
✣ ✣ ✣

585

Flowers

1,309

1,742

Special Offerings

1,384

2,100
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596

3,389

92

159,570

163,396

$5,105

$4,180

889

1,513

20,472

20,472

Stewardship

1,976

4,125

Other Action

180

638

83

183

1,138

1,490

23,915

27,400

Salaries & Benefits

114,432

130,462

Total Expenses

168,200

190,462

Surplus/(Deficit)
(8,630)
Submitted by Nick Parisi, Treasurer

(27,066)

Building Use
Other
Total Income

Game Night! Backseat Drawing
via Zoom – January 14 @ 7pm

2021 Budget
YTD

Nov. YTD

Expenses
Worship

We race to identify drawings, but the
artists don’t know what they are
drawing - they can only follow the instructions
given by another person. Laughter erupts as
players attempt to follow direction and to guess
what is being drawn. Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81114700233?pwd=W
ThaUXVFakNraWYzenlDNDJaRlpaQT09
Meeting ID: 811 1470 0233
Passcode: 774999
One tap mobile:
+16465588656,,81114700233#,,,,*774999#
Dial by phone: +1 646 558 8656

Formation
Diocesan
Apportionment

Youth
Evangelism
Oversight

Let’s Paint by Numbers
together! via Zoom –
January 28 @ 7pm
Let’s spend an evening together
painting! You are welcome to
paint your own project or if you
want to paint the same thing as
Rev. Jimmie Sue, go to Amazon and search for
“Paint by Numbers Kit for Adults Beginner 16X20
Inch Rainbow Owl”. Zoom Link:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81114700233?pwd=W
ThaUXVFakNraWYzenlDNDJaRlpaQT09
Meeting ID: 811 1470 0233
Passcode: 774999
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The season of Epiphany helps us
focus on what it means to go on a
journey. Sometimes, I think when
we hear journey, we think it has to
be to someplace far away. But for
a journey to be a journey, two
components
are
needed,
intention and effort. It’s been
nearly two years since Covid started, and living with
Covid is a journey. We don’t ever really know what’s
around the corner, it’s hard to make plans, “things”
constantly shift on us, it requires mental and
emotional strength from us. We get tired, but we
also see that we are resilient.

As we continue our journey we have to stay mindful,
stay curious, keep being willing to try out new
things, sharing what we love with each other and
others, and continuing to care for our
community. As God blesses us, let us share widely
our blessings. Thank you for being you!
Blessings,
Rev. Jimmie Sue

One Worship
Service
Starting
January 9th
The Vestry voted
unanimously to
move to one worship service at 10am starting on
Sunday, January 9th until Sunday, March 27th. We
will resume our two services (8am & 10am) starting
Sunday, April 3rd.

Our world is changing, and we have to be able to
change with it. We have to keep trying things out,
and knowing up front that we’ll almost certainly
have to adapt or even postpone a bit. We need to
think about what can we do when we know Covid
numbers will be low, and plan differently for when
tCovid numbers increase. We need to think with
flexibility. We need to think in terms of what we can
do. This needs to be our Small Groups mantra –
flexibility and can do.

✣

✣

✣

Stewardship Annual Giving Update
As of 12/22/2021 we have a commitment of 68
pledges for a total of $113,673.00. Last year we
had 76 pledges for a total of $124,307.00.

I also want to say that I am grateful for every Small
Group for continuing to hang in there and putting
events together. We have two Zoom events planned
for January: Backseat Drawing and Paint by
Numbers. I hope you will all be there  Every idea
we try will strengthen us as a parish and increase our
visibility within our community. And this is
important, because we have to grow our parish in a
way that is genuine to who we are.

If you haven’t sent in your pledge card we would
really like to hear from you as soon as possible.
Every pledge makes a difference to the vitality of
the parish!
✣

✣

✣

A Sexton in the Future
I have gotten questions about when we will be
looking to hire a new Sexton. It is my hope that we
are able to hire a Sexton either in 2023 or 2024; I
would hire someone sooner but with our current
pledged giving at 10,000.00 less than last year, this
is not a feasible option.

And the good news is that we keep doing this: we
keep being genuinely welcoming, we show genuine
interest to our Guests, and it is obvious to our
Guests that we genuinely care about one other and
our community.

If you’ve more questions about this you can talk to
me, our Wardens, or our Vestry Members.

We can’t stop trying to invite people to Epiphany,
and we can’t stop sharing about what our parish is
doing – we do good things! I encourage you to talk
about why you love Epiphany – the friendships we
cultivate, the care we have for one another, the care
we have for our community, the love we have for
our children and youth, our warm and thoughtful
worship, just to name a few things to share.

Peace,
Rev. Jimmie Sue
✣

Parish Administrator Update
Due to family needs Kelly Jo is not able to be with
us. She will be deeply missed.
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HELP NEEDED!

Church School Calendar

Outside Signage:
I have gotten consistent feedback that we could be
doing more with our outside sign. I agree 

Class begins: 9:45 a.m.
CHURCH SCHOOL SCHEDULE:
(classes begin at: 9:45am)

However, to make that happen I need a Team of 23 people who are willing to update the sign either
on Sundays or when the office is open, so that it
doesn’t require me being at church to make the
updates, and for you to have to wait on me  If
you are interested in this new ministry opportunity
let me know and I will walk you through how
changing the outside sign works.

Sunday, January 2…..No Church School
Sunday, January 9…...Church School
Sunday, January 16….Church School
Sunday, January 23…. Church School
Sunday, January 30….No Church School
Sunday, February 6……Church School
Sunday, February 13…..Church School
Sunday, February 20…..Church School
Sunday, February 27…..No Church School

✣
Parish Office:

✣

I can use office help two days a week; Tuesdays
and Thursday from 10am – 1pm. Help needed will
vary depending on what needs to be done for a
particular week. My preference is to have 4
volunteers who each take one week a month, and
over time get familiar with what all happens in a
month. And also to answer the phone if needed.

Small Group
Reminder:
Next Meeting is
January 9th
Small groups will
meet on Sunday, January 9th at 11:30am at church.
Thank you everyone for all of your participation in
Small Groups - it makes a difference in our parish!

Please email me, Rev. Jimmie Sue, if you are
interested.
✣

Small Group Updates

Shoveling Team – 2023:
I am our only “shoveler” during the week, and for
now that is doable. But…

I will continue to share what our Small Groups are
up to, and y’all are up to a lot! Also, if you see an
idea or event you want to help with, please feel
free to reach out to that Team and join in for the
getting the event going. This update reflects a mix
of carry-over ideas and new ideas.
Liturgy/Music:
Focused on Bishop’s visitation, Greening of the
church, and decorating for the Season of Epiphany.
Social Media:
 possible Wednesday Night Cafe about
avoiding online scams
 plan to post when there is an urgent need
for the food pantry
Welcome & Invitation:
 Invite a friend to church is on hold until next
year.
 Pat is looking into a craft project with
Bonnie. Pat has contacted Bonnie and they
are looking into a few ideas.

I have a volunteer who can help me shovel the
sidewalks before the 10am service on
Sundays. And it would be wonderful
to have 2 more people to assist with
shoveling on Sunday mornings.
Please email me, Rev. Jimmie Sue, if
you are interested in these opportunities and
needs.
✣

✣

✣ ✣

✣
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A big thank you to the parishioners of
Epiphany for their support for our Service Ministry
projects. Our next Service Ministry meeting is
Saturday, January 15, please feel free to send us a
message of other service ministry projects that you
would like us to consider.
Birdie Ames, Amy Deppe, Nancy Mancini,
Diane and Mike Moffatt and Marsha Pulhamus
(Dmpul80@gmail.com)

Margaret is checking a few restaurants to
see about a Holiday dinner.
We will have a dessert table to go along
with the shrove pancake supper (need to
coordinate with Church School first).
Euchre will be discussed in January.
Children & Youth:
a. Children helped with Peanut clusters!
b. Sang a song during the Christmas Eve
pageant

Save the date - Tuesday – March 1,
2022 at 5:30 pm – 7:00 pm
We’re exploring options for how to
have a Shrove Tuesday Pancake
Dinner.

Adult Formation:
*Christmas Treeing Lighting was a success, thank
you to everyone who made cookies for afterwards!
Future ideas being looked at:
*Wreath Making
Rohrbacks Tasting
Social Media Scams-planning with Social Media
Small Group
✣

✣

Jigsaw Puzzle Exchange
There are many parishioners
who love doing jigsaw puzzles
especially during the winter
months. Instead of us all
continuing to purchase
puzzles let's exchange the
puzzles we already have. Feel free to bring any
puzzles you have into church and place them on
the table in the Auxiliary Room and borrow what
you would like from the selection. Once completed
we can bring them back for someone else to enjoy.
If you have any questions please contact Deb
Grasso.

✣

Service Ministry Update
Epiphany has outdone themselves with
their generous donations over the Christmas
holidays. The family we adopted from Family
Promise of Greater Rochester (RAIHN) for
Christmas was amazed by the numerous gifts that
they received from Epiphany. We outdid ourselves
in the amount of hot cocoa packets and Kleenex
donated for the Christmas Bag project which was
organized by “A Meal & More, Inc.” at Christ
Church, downtown. Our goal was 135 packets of
Kleenex and we donated 252 packets (185% goal)
and we exceeded our hot chocolate goal by
150%.We collected 812 packets of hot chocolate
which was 6 packets per individual Christmas Bag.
Our next service ministry project will be our
annual “Souper Bowl” collection of soup, chili and
canned pasta for St. Theodore’s Food Pantry. The
collection will be from January 16th through
February 13th. Our goal is to collect at least 300
cans. Please see the bulletin for more details.
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HANGING OF THE GREENS

LIGHTING OF THE CHRISTMAS TREE

PEANUT CLUSTERS RETURNED!
Thank you to everyone that helped to create these
delicious treats 
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THANK YOU’S….
Thank you to all who bought
peanut clusters.
We sold out in 2 weeks.
Thanks again for the support !
Thank you to all who donated a
SWEM Christmas Food Basket.
We collected 33 baskets for distribution to the
needy. The volunteers at the drop off location
were so appreciative. We can always count on
Epiphany to help out.
Again, thank you !!
Thank you to all who helped decorate the church
for Christmas.
Thank you to: Joe & Barb Woo, Lisa Steubing,
Jesse Albano, Evie Gargan, Don & Pam Metzinger,
Pauline Ehle, Kim Hyde, Kathie Entress, Jimmie Sue
& Amy Deppe, Bonnie Ayers & Laurie Zaso.

Christmas Eve 2021

✣

Handbells, Brass, Choir – A Big Thank You!!
I want to say thank you to the choir, handbells and
brass for our Christmas Eve services! You all
brought beauty and light to our services – thank
you!
Thank you,
Rev. Jimmie Sue
✣

Next Widows Group Gathering
The Widows Group will meet on January 19th in
the Axillary room at 11:00 a.m. We won’t be having
lunch at our gatherings for now.
✣

MOE Breakfast
Join the Men of Epiphany for breakfast on
Saturday, January 15th at Johnny D's at 8:30 am.
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2022
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

26

27

28

29

30

31

1

8:00 AM HE
10:00 AM HE

2

OFFICE
CLOSED
3

4

5

6

7

8:00 AM HE
10:00 AM HE

9
Epiphany

9:30am
De-Decorate
the church

10

10:00 AM HE

11

12

13

Annual
Reports Due
to office

11:30 AM Small
Groups

16

17

18

19

20

14

15

7PM
Backseat
Drawing
Game
Night via
Zoom

MOE Breakfast
at Johnny D’s
at 8:30am

21

22
9:30am –
Noon
Spruce Up Day

10:00 AM HE

23

8

24

7PM Vestry
25

STAR Deadline
27

26

28
7PM Paint
by
Numbers
Night via
Zoom

10:00 AM HE
11:30 AM
Property
Meeting

30
Annual Meeting
8:45-9:15 AM
Start of Business
9:30 AM -HE
Resume Annual
Meeting

11

29

CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY
3285 Buffalo Rd.
Rochester, NY 14624-2413
O: 585 247-4190 F: 585 247-0631
coeoffice@frontier.com
www.epiphany-gatesny.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

www.instagram.com/epiphanygatesny
www.facebook.com/Church-of-TheEpiphany-113892385309226

EPIPHANY HIGHLIGHTS
De-Decorate the Church…Jan. 8
Epiphany Sunday… Jan. 9
Backseat Drawing (Zoom)…Jan. 14
Paint by Numbers (Zoom)…Jan. 28
Annual Meeting… Jan. 30
“Souper” Bowl Sunday… Feb. 13
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