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VESTRY VIEWS

2025: A New Year!

As we enter the month of February, we are reminded of the power of love and
kindness in our lives. Valentine's Day, a celebration of love, offers us a special
opportunity to reflect on how we can share God's love with those around us. | was
thinking about all the kindness that | witness at Epiphany every time | am here in
this building and in the company of the people here. Some moments happen before
you enter the building, like people carrying things from the parking lot for others or
helping those who might need some assistance out of their car. | continue to see the
brushing off snow of other people’s cars or parishioners dropping off items in the
Free Food Box.

The kindness and love continues inside the building. Parishioners reach out to one
another, checking in on family members who may be in need of prayer. People stop
for a hug or greet each other at the door. Others help the ushers, bringing up the
elements or taking up the collection. During the service, The Peace takes some time
because of the warm greetings offered to one another.

We show love for the community through our support of the Service Ministry Team.
Their outreach ranges from donating hot chocolate packets and cans of soup to fiber
ministry and food baskets for Easter and Christmas. From the school supply
donations for the students of Hope Hall and Christmas gifts for a family sponsored
by Family Promise, | find that most of the time people go above and beyond in their
generosity.

We support our kids and youth by buying peanut clusters or bringing in donations of
cans and bottles or receipts for their fundraisers. We always come to eat, whether it
be the Pancake Dinner or a breakfast, lunch or dinner, MOE or WOE. We love to
break bread together and catch up with others while doing it. That was never more
evident than during the dinners with the people from the Turkish Cultural Center.
Those meals were meaningful and left people feeling gratitude and connection.

It makes my heart happy when | see all the kindness, giving and love that happen here all the time. Thank you for being
such wonderful and caring people. We all know that sometimes there is not enough kindness in our world.

Respectfully submitted
Kathie Entress

CHANGES & ADDITIONS

If you have changes to your contact information, please notify Maureen Durie in the Parish Office: 247-4190 or
coeoffice@frontier.com Office hours: Tuesday—Friday, 9:00 am—1:00 pm
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FROM THE PARISH REGISTER
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February Birthdays
Feb 4 Irvin Baulkman Feb 18 Sue Gaskill Feb 28 John Bagley
Michael Carrier Drew Bagley
Feb7 Barb Rafoth Feb 22 Linda Bonneau March 1 Jan Musolino
Lea Ornt
Maureen Durie
Feb9 Gretchen Murray Feb 24 Deb Grasso
David Bagley Alexandra Monroe

Feb 10 Sadie Cirino
Feb 12 Heidi McGrath

Feb 14 Christopher Long Il

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between
Christ and his Church. Send your blessing upon these your servants that they may so love, honor and cherish

each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and godliness, that their homes may be havens of blessing
and peace. Amen.



Dear Church of the Epiphany, FROM THE
A blessed Epiphany season to you! Here are a few updates on larger parish projects.
Annual Meeting:

Our annual meeting went smoothly. Thanks to everyone who provided breakfast and all who
prepared reports! For some reason, it was difficult this year to find people willing to serve on
the Vestry. Hopefully, this will not be the case when we go to roll out the strategic pastoral
plan in the months ahead and ask you, our parishioners, to help implement it.

Organ Replacement:

The Organ Replacement Task Force has been busy researching options to ensure quality RECTOR

liturgical music here at Epiphany. We’ve been working with a consultant, John Sherer, who
has significant expertise as an organist and in organ repair, replacement, and capital campaign projects. John is the
director of music at St. Paul’s Church in Rochester, and also the husband of our Bishop Kara.

There are numerous factors involved in determining the best option for us. These include cost (both to purchase and to
maintain), sound quality for our church, attractiveness for musicians, musical preferences of the congregation now and
in the future, and how music fits into our vision for the future of the parish.

Also in the mix is a possible upgrade to our piano because we are finding that pianists are more readily available than
organists. The cost to upgrade a piano is relatively small. It could even be free to purchase and limited to the cost to
move it.

The team has been looking at the various types and brands of instruments. We visited several churches in Rochester to

listen to their organs. We thought we had a solid option in the organ at St Stephen’s Episcopal Church in the 19th Ward

that recently closed its doors, but it turned out to be too fragile to move. In February, we are driving to Buffalo to listen
to two other types of organs.

We hope to have a concrete proposal to Vestry this Spring.

Discernment and Planning Team:

The Discernment and planning team has made great progress in prayerfully determining directions for our parish. We
have taken your input and focused on using our greatest strengths to develop our parish in positive directions. We want
to ensure that all areas and activities of our church include an intentional outreach to the wider Gates/Chili community.
We will propose a revitalization of our “five small groups” structure and have rewritten their mission statements giving
them a more outreaching and invitational spin.

We are currently researching, brainstorming, and drafting some exciting goals that we hope will enhance parish life and
share the good news of God in Christ with the world around us. We are working to keep the goals clear and specific yet
flexible so that those charged with implementation have some control over what we do.

Once this Strategic Plan is proposed, amended, and ratified by Vestry, you will hear all about it in greater detail. Then we
will need all the parishioners to get involved to make it a success, ensuring a bright future for the Church of the Epiphany.

Church and State

| believe that most of us, me included, want to come to church to escape the tension and divisiveness of politics, and the
last thing we want to hear is anything that will cause more tension. Yet, as we follow Jesus, who gave his life standing
up for the needs of the poor and oppressed, we realize that there are times we too must speak up on behalf of those in
greatest need. | have had a significant number of parishioners speak up in the last few days with concerns about the
direction our country appears to be heading. When the Rt. Rev. Mariann Budde, Episcopal Bishop of Washington, gave a
sermon for the inauguration prayer service calling for mercy and compassion in governmental affairs, some were upset
by her words and thought they were too political, others were encouraged and felt proud to be Episcopalian.

In response to Bishop Budde’s sermon, a video was posted recently by Bishop Michael Hunn, the Episcopal Bishop of Rio
Grande, that explains his role as Bishop in the relationship between church and state. | found this very informative.

| see this as an opportunity to learn and grow in our faith, so, for anyone interested, | invite you to gather with me on
February 9th after our worship service to watch and discuss these two videos.

God bless you, f:rGrcg


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xwwaEuDeqM8
https://youtu.be/sfHimN3veWk?si=qquN6_iAed7BtSNw

VESTRY MINUTES, DECEMBER 17, 2024

Z00OM MEETING

Present: Fr. Greg, Kathie Entress, Don Metzinger, Helen Bennett, Susan Gaskill, Mike Grasso, Nick Parisi.
Margaret Schweizer, Kristen Smith, Lisa Steubing, Deb Grasso, Pat Lesher
Absent: Donna Perry

Opening Prayer: Fr. Greg opened with prayer and the Vestry Meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.
BUSINESS:

1. Approve November Vestry Minutes. A motion was made to approve November 19, 2024, Minutes. M-S-A

2. Finance Report and motion to approve. Deb reported 2024 pledges are a little behind, still have the
month of December. Kitchen supplies are up (purchasing more for the future). Deb said we are right on
target (91.7%) for Diocesan Apportionment. Other than not hearing or receiving anything about the ERTC
money, everything is OK. In regard to ERTC, Nick noticed something online recently that in order to qualify
for the ERTC your gross assets had to have been reduced by 50-80%. Don said if this was one of the
requirements and Epiphany was never made aware of it, we may have been intentionally misled by
Paychex. Don will pursue this matter further with Paychex. A motion was made to approve the Finance
Report. M-S-A

3. Safe Church training - Church sexual harassment. Kathie reported the Eucharistic Ministers have not
completed training. She hopes to set up a group session after the first of the year.

4. Strategic Planning. Fr. Greg reported from the sessions held in October, it was determined our greatest
strengths are our warm, welcoming and inclusive community, plus our outreach to the Gate/Chili
community in supporting those in the greatest need. The question is, how do we share our strengths with
the community? The Discernment Team has concluded that the best approach is ‘personal invitation’. We
already have a structure in place through 5 small groups that have been established in the past few years.
Working with these 5 groups we want to update the mission and goals and focus on strengthening our
ability to share our gifts with more people through personal invitations. In our next phase of discernment,
we will be reaching out to new young families for their input, i.e. what they need and how we can support
them.

5. Stewardship/Annual Giving. Deb reported 2025 pledged income is up to $127,880 with 66 pledges.
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AED. Don has talked with Jim Wackerow. He said they are having difficulty finding info on what and where
to buy. Don told him he will research where to purchase AED and what is involved with installation and
training and forward info to Jim.

Organ taskforce. Nick reported they met on November 26 with consultant John Sherer to play our organ,
which he noted is not in good shape. Besides the pipe organ at St. Stephens, there is a digital organ at
Christ Church that might be available. Purchasing a new piano to hold us over was discussed. It was
proposed to have Parsons Organ Co. look at the pipe organ from St. Stephens for the cost of work that
needs to be done and installation cost. Don reiterated where the money would come from is the Vestry’s
job not the task force. Since this was discussed about 8 months ago, the funds will be revisited to find out
how much is available. With all that’s involved, this continues to be an ongoing project.

Organist update. Fr. Greg reported there was one bite from a junior at Roberts Wesleyan. She auditioned
for Gail and will audition with the choir. She has only been playing for a year. Possibly, she could be a
temporary hire until Summer. There weren’t any other applicants. We have coverage through January.

Kitchen refrigerator update. Don hasn’t had an opportunity to look at Home Depot or Orvilles yet. Fr. Greg
said he will contact a friend who knows refrigerator brands and will inquire what to stay away from and
what he would recommend.

Budget 2025. Deb reported the pledged amount has been raised to $128,000. Total deficit $28,756. There
was a discussion about office expenses that seemed to have doubled; Deb and Don will investigate. A
motion was made and carried to approve recommended raises in the 2025 Budget. M-S-A

Nominating Committee. Don reported they (Helen, Lisa and Margaret) haven’t had a meeting yet. Some
names have been suggested. There will be an article in the bulletin or STAR if interested, to contact the
Nominating Committee. Discussion of how many weeks prior to the Annual Meeting are candidates
announced. The by-laws will be consulted.

IT Proposal for office and internet. Fr. Greg reported that Maureen’s sister’s company did come to
evaluate our system. We need a safe network system for office computers to communicate with each
other. Also don’t have a firewall. An estimate for an upgrade to the system is $2500. We will investigate
this a little further

Also, the live streaming (FACEBOOK) of the service has a strong signal but not the sound system.

Fr. Greg’s Housing Resolution:

Be it Resolved That: Whereas, Gregory J Kremer is employed as a minister of the Episcopal Church of the
Epiphany, Gates, in the Diocese of Rochester, NY, which does not provide a residence for him, the Vestry
of the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany resolves that of his total compensation in 2025, $28,420 be
designated a parsonage allowance within the meaning of that term as used in Section 107 of the IRS Code
of 1986 and this designated amount be assumed to be the amount in future years, as long as Gregory J
Kremer is employed at the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, unless amended.

The preceding motion has been approved and carried. M-S-A



DISCUSSION ITEMS:

1. Small Group updates.

a. Social Media. Margaret reported the group is posting on Facebook by advertising what is happening at
the Church. Fr. Greg suggested the Discernment website needs a face lift and this group could use 2 or
more members.

b. Adult Formation. Kathie reported that Maria will lead a Creation Care Workshop following the 10 a.m.
service on January 12. A light lunch will be served. On February 5, Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. in the Auxiliary
Room or via ZOOM Maria will lead a workshop on Gender and Liturgy.

c. Liturgy Planning. Nick said the group will meet February 2 to plan for Lent and the remainder of the
year.

d. Welcome. Fr. Greg said Laurie has prepared new bags for welcoming newcomers to the Church. Also,
we should always be welcoming and reaching out to folks whenever possible.

e. Youth. Sue reported the distribution of Angel ornaments to the Assisted Living unit and candy canes
(from the younger kids) to the Memory Care unit at Seabury Woods was a great success. The youth will be
involved in the 4:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service. The Rite 13 girls are putting off their painting project until
January.

2. Fr. Greg said the Annual Meeting is set for January 26, 2025. There will be one service at 9:30 a.m. We
begin with continental breakfast at 8:45, 9:15 start meeting, open polling; 9:30 break for Church service;
appoint Clerk for the Annual Meeting; Annual Meeting will continue following the Church service.

3. Vestry Views for Jan. — Nick

The next Vestry meeting will be January 21, 2025, at 7:00 p.m. via ZOOM.
Fr. Greg closed with a prayer; the Vestry meeting was adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted, Pat Lesher, Clerk of the Vestry.

service
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FEBRUARY SERVICE MINISTRY UPDATE

Our current ministry project is collecting canned goods for St. Theodore’s Food Pantry. The event will
run 1/19- 2/9/25. The items needed include soups, chili and canned pasta. Our goal this year is to try and
collect at least 449 cans which will beat the 2024 collection of 448 cans.

Later in February, the Service Ministry team will be working with the Youth of Epiphany to supply
Blessing Bags to SWEM. SWEM is a community food cupboard serving the southwest region of
Rochester/Monroe County. Blessing Bags include food items to help individuals who are experiencing food
insecurity and don’t have access to a kitchen to refrigerate or cook food items. Suggested items include juice
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boxes, granola bars, crackers, fruit or pudding cups. Specifics about the collection will be in the bulletin in mid-
February. The youth will assemble the Blessing Bags for their Lent service project.

Epiphany will be coordinating a team or two for the Family Promise’s bowling fundraiser. Bowl-A-Thon
is a great fundraiser for Family Promise of Greater Rochester (FPGROC). The Bowl-A-Thon is happening on
Sunday, March 9t at Bowl-A-Roll Lanes on 1560 Jefferson Road. The check-in time is 12:45pm and bowling
starts at 1:30pm. The cost is $50/person or $300/lane (6 bowlers per lane) which includes shoe rental, two
games and pizza. If you are interested in joining “Team Epiphany” for this event, there will be a sign-up sheet
in the main hallway. The final date to sign up for this event will be Sunday, February 2" at 12 noon so we
submit our request to participate in this event.

We are working on some fundraising to help defray some of the cost. The fundraisers include proceeds
from the can and bottle donations at church through March 1% and a bake food sale at the Shrove Tuesday
Pancake dinner on March 4™, Each participant will need to be responsible for the remaining cost to participate
in the event (likely $30-40) depending on our success at raising funds and the number of participants. Please
feel free to talk to Kathy Entress or Marsha Pulhamus if you have any questions.

The Service Ministry Committee would like to thank the parish for your support with our monthly
service projects.

Marsha Pulhamus, Birdie Ames, Nancy Mancini and Donna Perry

FEBRUARY YOUTH UPDATE

The Youth of Epiphany remain busy this winter. We are planning a youth event on Saturday, February 8% from
5-9 pm to have some fun and help with fund raising for the team(s) from Epiphany participating in the Family
Promise Bowl-A-Thon on Sunday, March 9t". The Youth event will include baking for the Bake food sale at the
Shrove Tuesday Pancake dinner on March 4™, games, a movie and of course, pizza and snacks.

The youth will be involved in helping with serving and cleaning up at the Shove Tuesday Pancake
dinner on March 4%, Any free will donations from the dinner will be used to fund Youth events and their
service projects. The donations from the baked food sale at this event go towards help funding the Epiphany
teams for the Family Promise Bowl|-A-Thon fundraiser.

For Lent, the youth will be involved in packing food items collected by the Service Ministry team

for Blessing Bags for SWEM. Blessing Bags include food items to help individuals who are experiencing
food insecurity and don’t have access to a kitchen to refrigerate or cook food items. The date of the packing
event has not been decided at this time.

A gentle reminder for everyone that the youth are collecting can and bottle money to help with
fund raising. You can either put your empty cans and bottles in the trash receptacle in the hallway leading to
the fellowship hall or hand in bottle receipts or monies received when you redeem the deposit on your cans
and bottles. The container for the bottle receipts and money redeemed is located on the large desk in the
main hallway.

Thank you, all your support of the Youth of Epiphany.

Sue Gaskill, Deb Grasso, Cassie Magiera, Don Metzinger, Marsha Pulhamus and Gladys VanBrederode



FIBER MINISTRY

It has been COLD outside, and it is time to help others keep warm again. Please remember to bring out your
skills and create items for the Fiber Ministry Lenten Project, which will be collected and then distributed after
Easter. The items are a blessing to all who receive them!

Thanks in advance! Service Ministry Team

UPCOMING EVENTS:

CHURCH SCHOOL CALENDAR:
Church school begins: 9:45am

Sunday, Feb. 2 - Church School Sunday, March 2 - Church School
Sunday, Feb.9 - Church School Sunday, March 9 - Church School
Sunday, Feb. 16 - Church School Sunday, March 16 - Church School
Sunday, Feb. 23 - NO Church School Sunday, March 23 - Church School
Sunday, March 30 - NO Church School
S
MOE BREAKFAST

Please mark your calendars for breakfast for Feb. 19th @ 8:30 am at Jonny D’s.

“SOUPER” BOWL SUNDAY IS COMING!

It’s that time again for the Service Committee’s annual collection of cans of soup, chili and pasta (eg.
Spaghetti-os) to help stock St. Theodore’s Food Pantry! They are always grateful for our generous donation.
This year’s collection will run January 19 through Super Bowl Sunday, February 9. Last year we collected a
whopping 448 cans — can we beat that this year?

ADULT FORMATION

WEDNESDAY CAFE: GENDER AND LITURGY
FEBRUARY 5, 2025 @ 6:30 PMm

Will now all be exclusively on Zoom! We will not meet at church.

Join Maria Hartz-Clineburg, M.Div. for an evening of reflective prayer and learning about the ways that gender
impacts our understanding of God in our lives of faith as individuals and in the Church. This workshop will
invite you into personal thought and reflection about who God is for you, and how we might be able to think
of God outside of the boxes of male, ruler, Father, and King. Participants are encouraged to come to the Zoom
call with something to write with, and perhaps even some art materials. Join by clicking this link OR typing the
following information into Zoom:

Meeting ID: 834 4849 5432
Passcode: 652138

The sign-up sheet is on the board in the main hallway.
Any questions please see Kathie Entress


https://bit.ly/genderandliturgy

DECEMBER FINANCIAL SUMMARY

Income Dec. YTD Dec. Budget
2024 YTD

Pledge & Plate $119,305 $120,500
Investment Income 22,400 22,400
Diocesan Grant 25,000 25,000
ERTC - 25,721
Flowers 2,240 2,000
Special Offerings 3,056 2,750
Building Use 820 50
Other 6,013 4,300
Total Income $178,834 $202,721
Expenses

Worship 7,899 4,335
Formation 743 800
Diocesan Apportionment 19,363 19,363
Stewardship 9,634 10,240
Other Action - 650
Youth - 100
Evangelism 1,308 1,025
Supplies & Utilities 10,418 18,400
Insurance 8,660 10,550
Copier Expense 3,481 3,516
Other Office 10,437 7,350
Oversight 32,997 39,816
Salaries & Benefits 132,575 136,241
Total Expenses 204,519 212,570
Surplus/(Deficit) (25,684) (9,849)

Submitted by Deb Grasso, Treasurer




WOE UPDATE
Rummage Sale 2025

Held on: April4 &5
Keep saving your items to donate! There will be NO donation trailer! It is again a scaled down sale.

Sorting & pricing — March 31- April 3
On our Sale days, especially — April 4 & 5
CLEANUP — April 5
The following donations are accepted:

Books, toys (children’s & baby), Holiday décor & nick naks items, housewares (kitchen items, dishes, glasses,
mugs, etc.), linens (sheets, blankets, pillows, towels, etc.), small, & adult coats ONLY, notions/crafts(yarn,
material, sewing items, etc.), purses, CD’s only, jewelry, book bags, scarves, mittens, hats

NOT accepted:

Stuffed animals, shoes, furniture, lamps, large artwork, large appliances, clothes of any kind except coats, VHS
tapes, large power tools, TV’s

Any questions, concerns or clarifications of donations — feel free to contact me through email, text or a phone
call.
Thank you. Pam Metzinger
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A big thanks to those who came out on January 11 to help de-decorate from our Christmas season & set up for
Epiphany. Lots of packing up took place & hauling all our décor to the pole barn was done.

Thanks to: Ryan Steubing, Cat Engert, Kathie & Steve Entress, Bonnie Ayers, Marsha Pulhamus, Pam Metzinger
& Gladys VanBrederode

Thank you to those who helped at the Funeral Reception for Norma Shannon on December 28, 2024. The
family was very appreciative of all that was done.

Thanks to:
Laurie Zaso, Pam Metzinger, Marsha Pulhamus, Pat Lesher, Birdie Ames, Helen Bennett, Barb D’Anunzio,
Bonnie Ayers, Nancy Mancini, Kim Hyde, Lisa Steubing, Jan Boulter, Sue Greenauer, Kathie Entress, Barb Woo

Annual PANCAKE SUPPER
SAVE the Date

Date:  Tuesday, March 4, 2025
Time: 5:30pm —7:00pm
Where: Fellowship Hall

Bring your friends & family!

All you can eat!

Donation is asked to cover any costs.
Hope to see you there!
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Parish Scholarships

Thanks to the generosity of the families and friends of the Rev’'d John VanBrederode and Karen Marr, we are
fortunate to have two funds which provide assistance for post-secondary education. The deadline for both is
Sunday, May 5th.

How are recipients chosen? The Scholarship Committee meets and reviews all applications. It may, at its
discretion, interview the applicants.

Who serves on the Committee? A member of the Vestry, a representative from the Church School or J2A
program, a representative from one of the parish’s Teams or Committees, and an “at-large” parishioner.

Notification: The Committee will notify each applicant of its decision in writing by June 2nd. Recipients will be
announced on a Sunday in June, at the 10:00 a.m. service.

John VanBrederode - Memorial Scholarship

Eligible applicants:

e Graduating High school seniors
e Have been active in the life of Epiphany
e Will continue their studies in college or trade school

Karen Marr - Memorial Award

Eligible applicants:

e Have “special need.” A special need can be physical or learning disability.

e Have completed one year of post-high school education. Continuing education can be college or trade
school

e Be a confirmed member of The Church of the Epiphany for at least one year. Note: The Marr Award is
available 3 times per year. Application deadlines are May 1st, August 1st and December 1st.

Marion Hunter Youth Assistance Fund

Purpose: Awards from the Hunter Youth Assistance Fund are to be used to sponsor young people's attendance
and participation in church-related or religiously based special events, such as Creation Camp, national and
local youth gatherings, etc.

Eligible applicants:

e Youth ages 8-18 years who have been active in the life of the parish.
e Applicants shall submit a short letter to the Rector, naming the event they wish to attend and what they
hope to get out of it.
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2025

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
1
Wedding
3:00

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Coffee hour 7:30 am Home School Assn.

Holy Communion 8:00am-3:30pm Youth Event

8 & 10 am . Wed. Café Discernment 5-9PM

Coffee hour 11:00am 12 Step Meeting Flnanc.e Gender & Team Mtg

) 6:45-8:15 pm Committee Liturgy 6:30pm Parents Mtg

Liturgy Planning 6:30 pm 6:30 PM 5:15 pm

11:30 am

9 SOUPer Bowl Sun. 10 11 12 13 15

Coffee hour 7:30 am Home School Assn. 9-11

8:00am-3:30pm Clergy

Holy Communion - Breakfast

CommiSSion Vestry Auxi“ary room

8 & 10am

Coffee hour 11:00am | 12 Step Meeting Organ task

Church and State 6:45-8:15 pm F?rce Mtg

Discussion 11:30am >:30pm Zoom

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Coffee hour 7:30 am Home School Assn. Moe 8:30 Organ task

. 8:00am-3:30pm Breakfast Force to

Holy Communion Star Deadline
Buffalo

8 & 10 am 9

Presidents & Vestry 9am-3pm
Coffee hour 11:00am | | Day Meeting
6:30 pm Zoom
23 Maria’s Last Sun. | 24 25 26 27 28

Coffee hour 7:30 am

Holy Communion
8 & 10am

Coffee hour 11:00am

Home School Assn.
8:00am-3:30pm

12 Step Meeting
6:45-8:15 pm
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https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/927942/event/262016143/2017-05-30
https://calendar.churchart.com/calendar/927942/event/262016143/2017-06-06
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CHURCH OF THE EPIPHANY

3285 Buffalo Rd.

Rochester, NY 14624-2413
0O:585-247-4190 F: 585-247-0631
coeoffice@frontier.com
www.epiphany-gatesny.org

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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